
 
 

 

 
 

 
Dearest Sisters, 
 God, our good Father, has once more visited our Brazilian Province to call to himself at 9:00 
a.m. today, local time, a member of the Cidade Regina (Sao Paulo) community: 

BARUTTI REGINA ELVIRA – SR. BRIGIDA 
born in Sao Paulo, Brazil on 11 August 1920. 

 Sr. Brigida entered the Congregation in Sao Paulo, Brazil on 17 January 1939–a time in which 
our first sisters, who lived in the Rua Domingos de Morais community, were fervently launching the 
Pauline apostolate. She underwent her initial formation in this community and participated in one of the 
circumscription’s first local novitiates. She made her first profession on 25 January 1943, followed by 
her perpetual profession 5 years later. As a young professed she dedicated herself to the “propaganda” 
apostolate, visiting factories and businesses to scatter seeds of the Gospel. On 27 March 1948, she and 
Sr. Paola de Simoes, opened an FSP community in Belo Horizonte. The beginnings of this community 
were not easy: the two sisters lived in an abandoned house, using newspapers for bedsheets and wooden 
crates for tables and chairs. 
 A few months later, Sr. Brigida was sent to Rio de Janeiro to carry out the diffusion apostolate, 
greatly desired by the people, and in 1949 she helped to open the Curitiba community–another difficult 
enterprise. In the subsequent years, she made an important contribution to the development of the book 
centers of Porto Alegre, Belo Horizonte, Sao Paulo (Domingos de Morais), Uruguaiana and Maringa. 
From 1973-1978, she carried out the service of hospitality combined with work at the reception desk in 
the Sao Paulo DM community. Returning to Curitiba, she spent the next 13 years working in the 
bookkeeping department and the administration office of “Famiglia Cristiana” magazine. While there, 
she also organized many subscription campaigns to extend diffusion of the periodical to always more 
families. In 1995 she was reassigned to the Sao Paulo DM community, which she loved very much and 
in which she worked with great energy and dedication in the province’s central administration office. It 
was only recently that she had to withdraw from this work, which she had carried out with great love 
and competence. 
 Sr. Brigida, a sister of profound prayer, was very sensitive to the appeals of the Lord and of the 
people. She was s serene, caring and responsible person, in love with the Pauline mission and spirituali-
ty. Always young in spirit, she rejoiced to hear about new communications paths being opened and new 
apostolic initiatives being implemented. She deeply felt the needs of the apostolate and the urgency of 
adapting the Pauline mission to the times so as to reach people today–that flood of humanity that is 
“constantly renewing itself on the face of the earth.” 
 About a month ago, Sr. Brigida was hospitalized because she said she did not feel well. It was 
discovered that she had pancreatic cancer, which had already spread to the liver. In spite of her suffer-
ings, she wanted to go home and a few days ago she returned to the Cidade Regina community, where 
she spent her last days. 
 Sr. Brigida personally lived the story of our Brazilian Province, contributing to it with simplici-
ty, love and great trust in the promise of the Lord: “I am with you. I will always be with you”–the same 
words he spoke to Moses, Fr. Alberione and all the prophets. These words sustained our sisters of the 
“first hour” who, rich only in faith, accomplished miracles in the apostolate, in vocation work and in the 
quest for holiness. May Sr. Brigida and the other Daughters of St. Paul who returned to the house of the 
Father in these days obtain for us the vibrant faith needed to take us “beyond the desert” to hear the cries 
of the people who are waiting for us. 
 Affectionately, 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Vicar General 

Rome, 17 July 2013 


