
 

 

 

 

 
Dearest Sisters, 

 At about 6:00 this evening, the Lord visited the Casilino General Hospital in Rome, Italy to call to him-

self our sister: 

ANTONELLI SR. ELENA 

born in Arpaise (Benevento), Italy on 4 September 1930. 

 Everything happened quickly and unexpectedly. Several days ago, Sr. Elena suffered a brain hemorrhage 

while walking in the garden of the Thecla Merlo community, Albano. She was immediately taken to the emer-

gency room, where her condition was diagnosed as critical. She spent the last few days of her life in a profound 

and irreversible coma in the silence and solitude of the intensive care wing of a hospital specialized in treating 

patients in life-threatening situations. 

 Sr. Elena was a very dear sister who stood out for her simplicity of life, goodness and deep love for the 

Pauline vocation and mission. She entered the Congregation in Rome on 2 Dec. 1946 and was immediately sent 

to disseminate the Word of God to the families of Campobasso and Rimini. She made her novitiate in Rome, 

concluding it with her first profession on 19 March 1950. As a young professed she continued to generously car-

ry out capillary and collective diffusion in the dioceses of Ancona, Pavia and Verona. 

 In 1969, Sr. Elena’s life took a new turn: she was sent as a missionary to the Congo. For almost 40 

years, she gave the best of herself to the people of this country, living each day with the joy, kindness, courage 

and upright spirit characteristic of her. She wanted to be a “lamb” and moved steadily closer to this goal by 

working to cultivate the virtues of gentleness and docility, symbolically associated with lambs. In the immense 

Congo, she visited innumerable towns and villages, overcoming every type of danger so as to bring the Gospel to 

everyone in imitation of the Apostle Paul. How many families of Kinshasa, Lubumbashi and Kisangani she vis-

ited! And to how many young Congolese women she enthusiastically proposed the Pauline vocation! Sr. Elena 

was a natural vocation animator because her very life witnessed to the Lord’s love for his Congolese children. 

 For many years, she carried out the propaganda and book center apostolates in the various communities of the 

Delegation. She also served as local superior and bursar in Kisangani, our “house in the forest.” Together with the 

other FSPs of the Congo, she bore the many sufferings resulting from long years of civil war. But Sr. Elena remained 

serene because she felt that the Blessed Mother was truly walking alongside her and she continued to invoke her help 

through countless rosaries. In 1992, Sr. Elena returned to Italy but was sent back to Lubumbashi a few months later. 

She wrote: “The sisters here really wanted me to return because there truly is a lot of work to do, but they were afraid 

to ask. The situation in the country is becoming more and more difficult. Business is at a standstill and the value of the 

local currency has dropped 100%. I enjoyed my time in Italy but my thoughts were always here in the Congo. Now I 

am at peace and nothing frightens me. It is a great grace that so far we have not been touched [by the war] and thus 

can continue to work. The people make great sacrifices in order to purchase a few books.” 

 Sr. Elena herself loved to read and even though she was well on in years and suffered from poor eye-

sight, she nevertheless learned how to use a computer. She had great confidence in our young Congolese voca-

tions and wanted them to move ahead in every aspect of the Pauline life. In 2006, she returned to Italy for good. 

She was initially assigned to the Treviso community and from there to Salerno. Here, Sr. Elena was truly the 

“welcoming face” of the community. Placed in charge of the hospitality apostolate, she always had the door 

open, a smile on her face and refreshments ready to offer every guest. Ever available, she warmly welcomed 

each visitor, especially members of the Holy Family Institute, for whom she prayed in a special way. 

 About a year ago, Sr. Elena’s declining health made it necessary to transfer her to the Thecla Merlo 

community of Albano. This was a difficult step for her to take but she made it in the spirit of obedience that had 

always characterized her–an attitude that certainly helped prepare her for her definitive detachment from this 

earth. We are sure that now, from heaven, she is interceding for everyone, especially the many families and 

young people of the immense continent of Africa, whom she carried in her heart up to the last day of her life. 

 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 12 September 2012 Vicar General 


