
The Lord called his disciples the salt of the earth because they seasoned with 
heavenly wisdom the hearts of men, rendered insipid by the devil. Now he calls 
them the light of the world as well, because they have been enlightened by him, 
the true and everlasting light, and have themselves become a light in the darkness.

SinceSince he is the Sun of Justice, he ttingly calls his disciples the light of the world. The 
reason for this is that through them, as through shining rays, he has poured out the 
light of the knowledge of himself upon the entire world. For by manifesting the 
light of truth, they have dispelled the darkness of error from the hearts of men.

Moreover,Moreover, we too have been enlightened by them. We have been made light out of 
darkness as the Apostle says: For once you were darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord; walk as children of light. He says another time: For you are not sons of the 
night and of darkness, but you are all sons of light and of the day.

Saint John also rightly asserts in his letter: God is light… This is why the Apostle 
says: Among them you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life.

IfIf we fail to live in the light, we shall, to our condemnation and that of others, be 
veiling over and obscuring by our indelity the light men so desperately need. As 
we know from Scripture, the man who received the talent should have made it 
produce a heavenly prot, but instead he preferred to hide it away rather than put 
it to work and was punished as he deserved.
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