ADVENT:

Advent, the period that
commemorates the coming
of God among us.

Every beginning brings a special grace,
“hecause it is blessed by the Lord.
In this Advent Season we shall be granted once again to

\
- experience the closeness of the One who created the world,
\—\:,iséguides history and who cared for us to the point of deigning
come a man.

\ This great and fascinating mystery of the God-with-us, indeed,
\ of the God who becomes one of us, is what we shall celebrate in

"\\ the coming weeks journeying towards holy Christmas.
N During the Season of Advent we shall feel the Church which
~ takes us by the hand and - in the image of Mary Most Holy,
\ \\, expresses her motherhood, enabling us to experience the joyful
= N expectation of the coming of the Lord, who embraces us all in

his love that saves and consoles.

) § While our hearts look forward to the annual celebration of

Christ’s Birth, the Church'’s Liturgy directs our gaze to the final
goal: our encounter with the Lord who will come in the splend

‘ of our glory.
\ For this reason in every Eucharist we “announce his death,

proclaim his Resurrection until he comes again”, we watch in
7
| prayer.
~ T — The Liturgy does not cease to encourage and support us,
putting on our lips, in the days of Advent, the cry with which
| the whole of Sacred Scripture ends, on the last page of the

Revelation to St John:
“Come, Lord Jesus!” (22:20).
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