'If we are sheep,
We.overcoine,

From a homily on Matthew
by Saint John Chrysostom

As long as-we are sheep, we overcome and, though surrounded by countless
wolves, we emerge victorious; but if we turn into wolves, we are overcome, for
we lose the shepherd's help. He, after all, feeds the sheep not wolves, and will
abandon you if you do not let him show his power in you.

What he says is this: “Do not be upset that, as | send you out among the wolves,
| bid you be as sheep and doves. | could have managed things quite differently
and sent you, not to suffer evil nor to yield like sheep to the wolves, but to be
fiercer than lions. But the way [ have chosen is right. It will bring you greater

praise and at the same time manifest my power.”

That is what he told Paul: My grace is enough for you, for in weakness my
power is made perfect. “lintend,” he says, “to deal the same way with you.” For,
when he says, | am sending you out like sheep, he implies: “But do not there-
fore lose heart, for | know and am certain that no one will be able to overcome

”»”

you.
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