’

y faith, Mary accepted the Angel’s word and

believed the message that she was to become the

Mother of God in the obedience of her devotion.
Visiting Elizabeth, she raised her hymn of praise to the Most
High for the marvels he worked in those who trust him. With
joy and trepidation she gave birth to her only son, keeping her
virginity intact. Trusting in Joseph, her husband, she took Jesus
to Egypt to save him from Herod'’s persecution. With the same
faith, she followed the Lord in his preaching and remained with
him all the way to Golgotha. By faith, Mary tasted the fruits of
Jesus’ resurrection, and treasuring every memory in her heart,
she passed them on to the Twelve assembled with her in the
Upper Room to receive the Holy Spirit.

By faith, the Apostles left everything to follow their Master. They believed the words with which he
proclaimed the Kingdom of God present and fulfilled in his person. They lived in communion of life
with Jesus who instructed them with his teaching, leaving them a new rule of life, by which they
would be recognized as his disciples after his death. By faith, they went out to the whole world,
following the command to bring the Gospel to all creation and they fearlessly proclaimed to all
the joy of the resurrection, of which they were faithful witnesses.

By faith, the disciples formed the first community, gathered around the teaching of the Apostles,
in prayer, in celebration of the Eucharist, holding their possessions in common so as to meet the
needs of the brethren.

By faith, the martyrs gave their lives, bearing witness to the truth of the Gospel that had
transformed them and made them capable of attaining to the greatest gift of love: the forgiveness
of their persecutors.

By faith, men and women have consecrated their lives to Christ, leaving all things behind so as
to live obedience, poverty and chastity with Gospel simplicity, concrete signs of waiting for the
Lord who comes without delay. By faith, countless Christians have promoted action for justice
so as to put into practice the word of the Lord, who came to proclaim deliverance

from oppression and a year of favour for all.

By faith, across the centuries, men and women of all ages, whose names are written in the Book
of Life, have confessed the beauty of following the Lord Jesus wherever they were called to bear
witness to the fact that they were Christian: in the family, in the workplace, in public life,

in the exercise of the charisms and ministries to which they were called.

By faith, we too live: by the living recognition of the Lord Jesus, present in our lives and
in our history.
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