JAPTISM 1S A SYMBOL
OF CHRIST’'S PASSION

You were led down to the font of holy baptism just as Christ was taken down from
the cross and placed in the tomb which is before your eyes. Each of you was
asked, “Do you believe in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit?” You made the profession of faith that brings salvation, you were plunged
into the water, and three times you rose again. This symbolized the three days
Christ spent in the tomb.

As our Savior spent three days and three nights in the depths of the earth, so your
first rising from the water represented the first day and your first immersion repre-
sented the first night. At night a man cannot see, but in the day he walks in the light.
So when you were immersed in the water it was like night for you and you could
not see, but when you rose again it was like coming into broad daylight. In the
same instant you died and were born again; the saving water was both your tomb
and your mother. [...]

We only did these things symbolically, but we have been saved in actual fact. It is
Christ who was crucified, who was buried and who rose again, and all this has
been attributed to us. We share in his sufferings symbolically and gain salvation in
reality. What boundless love for men! Christ’s undefiled hands were pierced by the
nails; he suffered the pain. | experience no pain, no anguish, yet by the share that
| have in his sufferings he freely grants me salvation.
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