
 

 
 
 
 

 
Dearest Sisters, 
 At about 9:00 p.m. today, local time, the Lord knocked a second time on the door of our Thecla Mer-
lo community of Pasay City, Philippines, this time to call to himself our sister: 

GUION DAFROSA – SR. MARIA VINCENZINA 
born in Barotac Nuevo (Iloilo), Philippines on 4 January 1926. 

 It comes spontaneously to apply to Sr. M. Vincenzina the words of Jesus in today’s Liturgy, which 
underscore the tenderness and fidelity of his love: “I praise you, Father, because you have hidden these 
things from the learned and clever and have revealed them to children.” In her long life as a Pauline, Sr. M. 
Vincenzina was motivated by the desire to be a little child in the hands of God, to always do his will, to be an 
apostle at all times and everywhere so that the Gospel would reach everyone through the humble and gener-
ous offering of her life. She wrote in her personal notes: “With the help of God’s grace, I want to live for all 
my life in a spirit of obedience, to obey whatever the superior will dispose for me, to be ready to go wherever 
obedience leads me, whether it be abroad or through whatever kind of work is entrusted to me.” And in keep-
ing with the teachings of Blessed James Alberione and Maestra Thecla, she made holiness the goal of her life. 
 Sr. M. Vincenzina entered the Congregation in Lipa on 26 June 1950. She made her postulancy and 
novitiate in that community, concluding this stage of her formation with her first profession on 29 June 1953. 
For the next twenty years, she dedicated herself to capillary and collective diffusion in Cebu, Cagayan de 
Oro, Davao and Iloilo. The propaganda apostolate was very dear to her heart: she visited every house, every 
quarter, every barrio, even the poorest, in the midst of many problems and discomforts, convinced of the 
good that could be done through sound reading that spread the values of the Gospel. Sr. M. Vincenzina’s 
convictions about the importance of the Pauline mission “infected” her sisters, as well as parish priests and 
the laity. She loved to participate in Gospel Days that involved entire parishes, willingly accepting the per-
sonal renunciations that go hand in hand with these missions. Prima Maestra, who visited the Philippines 4 
times, always returned to Italy deeply moved and filled with admiration for the spirit of sacrifice to which 
our propagandists of this country witnessed. 
 At the beginning of the 1970’s, Sr. M. Vincenzina was asked to leave her beloved propaganda apos-
tolate to serve people through our book centers. In Pasay City, Lipa, Iloilo, Bacolod and Zamboanga, her 
joyous and kind presence radiated Gospel values to the many people with whom she came in contact. Her 
sole concern was to do as much good as possible and thus she considered every type of work assigned to her 
as important. In the logic of faith, this work also included physical and moral sufferings because they could 
be offered for the conversion of people, especially those farthest from God. 
 In the last 20 years of her life, Sr. M. Vincenzina continued to dedicate all her energy to the Pauline 
mission, only now it was through work in the technical apostolate and various household services in the large 
Pasay community and the Iloilo branch house. A few months ago, she was transferred to the infirmary so that 
she could receive the medical assistance she required for hypertension and cardiovascular problems. She 
continued to carry out simple work in the bindery, never complaining when it was necessary to redo jobs that 
had not been successfully completed the first time around. Her beautiful smile reflected her interior spirit of 
self-offering for the apostolate–a self-offering that embraced everyone and everything because she wanted all 
people to experience the abundance of divine grace and salvation. 
 In his infinite goodness, the Lord granted Sr. M. Vincenzina’s ardent prayer: “Divine Master, Mary 
Queen of Apostles and Father Paul, please help me to be a woman of prayer, faithful and committed to the 
end.” Our sister’s meeting with the Lord took place unexpectedly: a heart attack introduced her to contem-
plation of the merciful Father who reveals his unfathomable love to his little ones. 
 On behalf of all the members of the Congregation, I assure our sisters of the Philippines, so sorely 
tested in these days, that we are close to them in affection and prayers. 
 
 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Rome, 1 July 2011 Vicar General 


