
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At 1:15 a.m. last night, the Lord visited the San Raffaele wing of our Albano, Italy commu-

nity to call to himself, after a long illness and many sufferings, our sister: 

GASPARRINI ROSA – SR. MARIA AMABILE 

born in Avenale di Cingoli (Macerata), Italy on 22 December 1936. 

 Sr. M. Amabile entered the Congregation in Alba, Italy on 11 October 1952. While undergo-

ing the first stage of her formation in this community, she also worked in the shipping department. 

In 1955 she was sent to Trent for a period of apostolic experience in capillary and collective diffu-

sion. She made her novitiate in Rome, concluding it with her first profession on 30 June 1957. Af-

terward, she was assigned to Campobasso, where she carried out the “propaganda” apostolate for a 

year. In 1958 she was transferred to Albano where she remained for the rest of her life, carrying out 

with love and great generosity the various duties entrusted to her by obedience. 

 At first she served the Albano clinic as a practical nurse but then, in 1983, after having ob-

tained a degree in professional nursing from Frascati Hospital, she carried out directive duties (such 

as department head) in different sectors of Queen of Apostles Hospital, even though she did not feel 

qualified for this role. 

 In 1990, she told the Superior General that she was ready to do the will of God anywhere. 

She wrote: “Everything belongs to God, including we ourselves and our Congregation. Everything 

is his! The only thing we have to do is stop blocking his plan by means of sin, closure and re-

sistance to him. I place my trust in the goodness and mercy of God….” 

 In 2000, Sr. Amabile was asked to leave her hospital duties to serve as nurse for our Albano 

community. She accompanied many sisters on their way to meet their divine Spouse, preserving in her 

heart the perfume and memory of their virtues and promptly sending the Secretary General her testimo-

ny about each sister so that it could be used in drawing up the biographical sketch of that person’s life. 

 But the time came when Sr. Amabile herself fell ill. Afflicted with a serious form of Parkinson’s 

disease, she placed herself unreservedly in the hands of God. Paralyzed and bedridden for days and days 

(which gradually became years and years), unable to speak or move, she associated herself fully to the 

passion of Jesus, offering her sufferings for many sisters and brothers she did not know but for whom 

she had been called to sacrifice her life. Her only way of expressing herself was through her gaze and 

anguished cries. I still carry in my heart the memory of the piercing cry she uttered in response to my 

request that she offer her life for all the intentions of the Congregation. Mobilizing her entire being, she 

screamed “Yes!”–a single word that summed up her whole life. It was a cry that could be translated: 

“Here I am!”–an affirmation of complete openness to the will of God in every circumstance. 

 In 2011, when the first signs of her malady began to appear, she hastened to choose the Bible 

passages she wanted read at her funeral: that of the Beatitudes and an excerpt from Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans (14:7-8): “None of us lives, and equally none of us dies, for him/herself alone. If we live, we 

live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.”  

 Sr. M Amabile lived the long-drawn-out consummation of her body “for the Lord” and last 

night she presented herself to him as a living host: washed, purified and glowing with beauty for all 

eternity. 

 Affectionately, 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Superior General 

Rome, 22 March 2018 


