
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

At 12:45 p.m. today, the Feast of the Annunciation, the Virgin Mary visited our Divine Providence 

community, (Via Antonino Pio), Rome, Italy to accompany to eternal life our sister: 

CALENTI FELICIA – SR. MARIA BIANCA 

born in Arquata del Tronto (Ascoli Piceno), Italy on 20 May 1918. 

A hundred years spent in serene and total self-donation to the Lord, with great gratitude for all the 

gifts she had received from him. On her 89th birthday, she wrote: “I am happy with my Pauline life and 

immensely grateful to the Lord and the Congregation for all they have given me. My future is in the hands 

of God and I am striving to live every instant I have left in the best way possible.” 

Sr. Bianca entered the Congregation in the community of Pescara on 7 December 1941. After a few 

months spent in formation and in the diffusion apostolate, she was sent to Rome and then to Reggio 

Calabria, where she disseminated the Word of God to families and collectivities. In 1943 (the height of 

World War II), she was transferred to Modena to continue this mission and was also asked to carry out 

the service of cook. Before going to Alba to make her novitiate, she had a chance to extend her diffusion 

activities to Ferrara and Lodi. Chronicles of the times recount that, while visiting a farmstead in Lodi, she 

and her propaganda companion had a very dangerous encounter with a wolfhound and only a miracle 

saved them from being mauled by the animal. 

On 29 June 1946, at the end of her novitiate, Sr. Bianca made her first profession in Alba and then 

was assigned to the Pauline mission in Lodi and Novara. In the subsequent years, she was made superior 

of the communities of Campobasso, Lugano and Lodi, and then served as a hospitable and convinced 

member of the book center staff in Alessandria, Avellino and Viterbo. 

In 1973, she was placed in charge of the official post office of the Daughters of St. Paul, located in 

Via Antonino Pio, Rome–a service she carried out for almost 25 years (1973-1997) with precision and a 

deep sense of responsibility. Here too she witnessed to great transparency of life and fidelity to the work 

entrusted to her. Later, she took care of the shipping of our Pauline periodicals. Sr. Bianca spent the last 

stage of her apostolic activity in the sector devoted to the production or completion of small, handcrafted 

devotional items. In 2013, she was moved to the infirmary wing of the Antonino Pio community, where she 

lived the last segment of her senior years in serenity and peace, “awaiting our blessed hope,” as she put it. 

When she celebrated her 100th birthday on 20 May 2018, Sr. Bianca wrote to the sisters: “May the 

Lord reward and bless you for all that you have done and continue to do for me. I am praying for all of 

you, asking him to help you and give you all the graces you need to progress well. I am deeply grateful to 

God for everything he has given me, especially a good family and a special vocation.” 

In the last days of her life, Sr. Bianca’s yearning for heaven increased, prompting her to say to the 

Lord very spontaneously: “OK, that’s it! Come and get me!” Looking out the window at the dome of the 

Queen of Apostles Sanctuary, she said confidentially to Mary: “How many bricks I sought to build your 

Sanctuary…and now you are not listening to my plea to take me with you [to heaven]!” In fact, she went 

to her eternal rest with her gaze fixed on the Sanctuary she had helped to build and in which she had spent 

unforgettable moments with her dear heavenly Mother. 

Thank you, Sr. Bianca, for your great love for every sister. Thank you for you countless acts of kind-

ness and service. The Lord has recorded everything in the Book of Life and he will reward you bountifully! 

Affectionately, 

 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 25 March 2019            Superior General 
Feast of the Annunciation 


