
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Dearest Sisters, 
 At 3:20 p.m. today, Tuesday of the Octave of Easter, the risen Christ visited the infirmary wing 
of our Divine Providence community, Alba, Italy to call by name our sister: 

BORRANO ADELE – SR. MARIA CLAUDIA 

born in Alba, Italy on 18 October 1918. 

 Sr. M. Claudia, who was almost 100 years old, belongs to the generation of FSPs of the “first 
hour.” She entered the Congregation on 16 June 1931 at the age of 13, following in the footsteps of 
her older sister, Sr. Luigina, who died in 2002, and her brother, Fr. Saverio, a pioneer of the Society 
of St. Paul in the United States. 
 While still very young, Sr. M. Claudia worked in the typographies of both Alba and Rome. She 
became an expert printer and after her first profession, made in Rome on 10 February 1939, she contin-
ued to work in the technical apostolates of both these large communities. The words of our Founder dur-
ing the years of her initial formation remained engraved on her heart and they fortified her strong voca-
tional motivations throughout her life. “Consider the typography to be your classroom,” Fr. Alberione 
said. “The printing press is your pulpit and the paper, typographical characters and ink are means given 
to you by God to carry out your activity” (FSP37, p. 601). The sounds of the linotype machine, printing 
presses and paper cutter were all music to the ears of Sr. M. Claudia, who used these instruments to car-
ry out a spiritual work of great love. 
 Later, in Pavia and Como, she had the chance to experience the effectiveness of the book center 
apostolate, after which she served as superior of the Avellino community for one mandate. In 1957, she 
returned to the Motherhouse to head the typography for about 13 years. 
 After a time in the administration office in Rome, Sr. Claudia was transferred to Aosta, where 
she worked in the book center and carried out diffusion to the families from 1972-1989. A simple and 
spontaneous person, she fulfilled her apostolic responsibilities with great enthusiasm. 
 In 1989, she returned to Alba, where she continued to dedicate all her energies to work in the bindery, 
the book center and the archives, as well as in a thousand other small services essential to a large community.  
 Very kind, orderly and docile in her behavior, work and relations with others, Sr. Claudia was 
above all extremely faithful to her interior life and with the passing of the years she left behind her a 
rich testimony of faith, love for the Pauline charism and generous self-donation. When she celebrated 
her 75th anniversary of profession in 2014, she penned the following note in her still elegant handwrit-
ing: “The past decades have all been very beautiful thanks to my religious vocation, the Pauline aposto-
late and my studies. I thank Jesus Master for having called me among the Daughters of St. Paul and for 
having guided and watched over me all these years up to today. He has done everything for me, while I 
have done little for him, but that little was done with immense love. This year, and for however many 
more years the Lord grants me to live, I want to continue to pray and to offer him the little that I am and 
that I do, asking him to keep the flame of the Pauline charism bright and shining so that it can be passed 
on to new generations of beautiful and holy vocations.” 
 Up to the last day of her life, Sr. M. Claudia lived with a smile on her lips and a profound desire 
to purify herself for God. She tried to go to confession every day so as to obtain forgiveness for her sins 
and she insisted on asking for the blessing of her confessor so as to become always more beautiful, pure 
and luminous in the eyes of the Lord. She joyfully welcomed the sisters who stopped by her room to see 
her and they, in their turn, surrounded her with assistance, affection and deep gratitude. 
 In these last weeks, Sr. M. Claudia suffered from a persistent case of the flu and her long-
awaited meeting with Jesus Master, her “Rabbouni,” was hastened by pulmonary complications. “The 
day of the Lord” has finally arrived for her and we join voices with Sr. M. Claudia and our Pauline sis-
ters and brothers already in heaven as we “rejoice and are glad in it.” Affectionately, 
 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Superior General 

Rome, 3 April 2018 


