The Modern
Equivalents
of the Areopagus

went to the Areopagus and proclaimed the Gospel in language appropriate

to and understandable in those surroundings (cf. Acts 17:22-31). At that
time the Areopagus represented the cultural center of the learned people of Athens,
and today it can be taken as a symbol of the new sectors in which the Gospel must
be proclaimed.

ﬁ fter preaching in a number of places, St. Paul arrived in Athens, where he

The first Areopagus of the modern age is the world of communications, which is
unifying humanity and turning it into what is known as a “global village.” The
means of social communication have become so important as to be for many the
chief means of information and education, of guidance and inspiration in their be-
havior as individuals, families and within society at large. In particular, the younger
generation is growing up in a world conditioned by the mass media.

To some degree perhaps this Areopagus has been neglected. Generally, preference
has been given to other means of preaching the Gospel and of Christian education,
while the mass media are left to the initiative of individuals or small groups and
enter into pastoral planning only in a secondary way. Involvement in the mass me-
dia, however, 1s not meant merely to strengthen the preaching of the Gospel.

There 1s a deeper reality involved here: since the very evangelization of modern
culture depends to a great extent on the influence of the media, it is not enough to
use the media simply to spread the Christian message and the Church’s authentic
teaching. It is also necessary to integrate that message into the “new culture” cre-
ated by modern communications.

This is a complex issue, since the “new culture” originates not just from whatever
content is eventually expressed, but from the very fact that there exist new ways of
communicating, with new languages, new techniques and a new psychology. Pope
Paul VI said that “the split between the Gospel and culture is undoubtedly the trag-
edy of our time,”®2 and the field of communications fully confirms this judgment.



There are many other forms of the “Areopagus” in the modern world toward which
the Church’s missionary activity ought to be directed; for example, commitment
to peace, development and the liberation of peoples; the rights of individuals and
peoples, especially those of minorities; the advancement of women and children;
safeguarding the created world. These too are areas which need to be i1lluminated
with the light of the Gospel.

We must also mention the immense “Areopagus” of culture, scientific research,
and international relations which promote dialogue and open up new possibili-
ties. We would do well to be attentive to these modern areas of activity and to be
involved in them. People sense that they are, as it were, traveling together across
life’s sea, and that they are called to ever greater unity and solidarity.

Solutions to pressing problems must be studied, discussed and worked out with the
involvement of all. That is why international organizations and meetings are prov-
ing increasingly important in many sectors of human life, from culture to politics,
from the economy to research. Christians who live and work in this international
sphere must always remember their duty to bear witness to the Gospel.
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