Inspired
by Love

T

he work of evangelization presupposes in the evangelizer an ever
increasing love for those whom he is evangelizing. That model
evangelizer, the Apostle Paul, wrote these words to the
Thessalonians, and they are a program for us all: “With such yearning
love we chose to impart to you not only the gospel of God but our very
selves, so dear had you become to us.” What is this love? It is much more
than that of a teacher; it is the love of a father; and again, it is the love
of a mother. It is this love that the Lord expects from every preacher
of the Gospel, from every builder of the Church. A sign of love will be
the concern to give the truth and to bring people into unity.
Another sign of love will be a devotion to the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, without reservation or turning back.
Let us add some other signs of this love.
The first is respect for the religious and spiritual situation of those
being evangelized. Respect for their tempo and pace; no one has the right
to force them excessively. Respect for their conscience and convictions,
which are not to be treated in a harsh manner.
Another sign of this love is concern not to wound the other person,
especially if he or she is weak in faith, with statements that may be clear
for those who are already initiated but which for the faithful can be
a source of bewilderment and scandal, like a wound in the soul.
Yet another sign of love will be the effort to transmit to Christians
not doubts and uncertainties born of an erudition poorly assimilated
but certainties that are solid because they are anchored in the Word
of God. The faithful need these certainties for their Christian life;
they have a right to them, as children of God who abandon themselves
entirely into His arms and to the exigencies of love.
Evangelii Nuntiandi, 79

